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INTRODUCTION. 

This REVIEW conta,ins a general summary of the meteoro- 
logical corditions which prev%'l i ed over the United States and 
Canada during I h y ,  1886, based upon the reports from the 
regular and voluntary observers of the Signal Service from 
co-operating state weather services. 

DescriptiOllS of the storms wllicli occurred over the north 
Atla,ntic Oceau during the month are also given, and their ap- 
proximate paths shown on chart i. In  tracing the centres of 
the paths of these storms data frorn the reports of two hundred 
and follr vessels have been used. 

Unusually I s g e  masses of ice, both field and bergs, ha-& 
been observed in the ViCiiiity of Cape Breton aud Newfound- 
land during the month. 

On chart i am shown the approximate paths of eleven areas 
of low pressure which have been traced over the United States 
and British America. The average number of areas of low 
pressure for May during the last. twelve years is 8.4. 

The most severe local Rtorms of the month ocairred on the 
Ilth., 12t11, and 13th, (luring the prevalence of low area nuni- 
ber v. 

Over the country to the westward of tlie eightyfifth meridian 
the monthly precipitation was much below the average, while 
in the Ohio Valley, middle Atlantic states, and over a part of 
the south Atlantic States there has been a marked excess. 

 he mean temperature has been normal or slightly below 
Over the greater part of the country east of the Mississippi 
River; to the westward of the Mississippi the mea11 tempera 
turo ha8 averaged from So to 6' above the normal, except ill 
California, where it was about normal. 

In this REVIEW will be found a tabulated statement of tor- 
nadoes, &e., prepared by Lieut. J. P. Finley, of the Signal 
Corps. 

Chart vi exhibits curves representing results of observations, 
with the electrometer, upon atmospheric electricity, and under 
that head will be found notes referring to the same. 

In the preparation of this REVIEW the following data, 
received up to June 20, 1886, have been used, viz., the 

logical Society, and from the local weather services of Alabama, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Ohio, nntl Tennessee, and of the Central Pacific Railway dom- 
pany ; trustworthy newspaper extracts, and special reports. 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSUHE. 
[Expressed i t &  inches and hiindredths.1 

The distribution of meau atmospheric pressure for May, 
1886, determined from t h e  tri-tlaily telegraphic observations of 
the Signal Service, is shown by isobarometric lines on chart ii. 

It will be .seen from this chart t h a t  the pressure is greatest 
in the Pacific co'wt region and in Florida. The isobar for 
30.05 indicates the region of greatest pressure and i.s traced 
along tlie Pacific coast. The isobar of 29.85 indicates the 
regioiis of least mean pressure; there are two of these areas, 
one in Arizona and New Mexico, and the other in t h e  Saint 
Lawrence Valley. From New Mexico t h e  pressure gradually 
increases toward tlie east until in Florida i t  reaches 30.00. 

As compared with t h e  meail pressure of the preceding 
month a decided decreaae is shown over the whole conntry, 
except in the Bocky Mountain region and westward to the 
Pacific, where there wa8 ail increase, the greatest being .OS 
in WaRliington Territory. The deficieucy mas greatest in New 
England and the Saint Lawrence Valley, the mean pressure 
for these regions falling 0.25 below that of April. From Mon- 
tana southward to Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, the 
pressure differs very little from that for April. 

The tlepartures from the normal pressure at the various Sig- 
nal Service stations are given in the tables of miscellaneous 
meteorological data, :ind on chart iv they are shown by lines 
connecting points of equal departure. The pressure for May 
w'w about normal in Washington Territory and Oregon, and 
on a line exteudiiig from tho boundary of tho United States 
and the British possession, at the meridian of one hundred and 
ten, southea8tward to Florida. From this line southwestward 
the pressure rises above the normal, reaching 0.10 in New 
Mexico and Arizona and falls below in all regions lying to the 
east, New Englautl heing 0.09 below the normid pressure for 
May. 

The monthly barometric ranges at the various Signal Ser- 
vice stations ,zre also shown in the tables of miscellaneous 
data ; they were greatest at stations in the Lake region, New 
England, and along the Atlantic coast, and least in California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. 

BAROMETRIC RANGES. 

The following are Rome of the extreme monthly ranges : ___ -_ - - - .__ - . - - - .- . -- - - -- -_ . __ _-_ - -- 

~. ._ ter;" monthly weather reports from the New England Meteoro- I of' the Lake region, and four were first Gbserred on the Pacific 


